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PROGRESS CONTINUES ON THE KC STREETCAR MAIN STREET EXTENSION  

 
(Kansas City, Missouri) – Steady progress continues on the KC Streetcar Main Street Extension project. 

The KC Streetcar project team recently submitted 30 percent design documents to the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) and has made a formal request to enter the Engineering Phase of the Federal 
Capital Improvements Grant (CIG) New Starts Program, marking a major milestone in the advancement 
of the Main Street Extension.   

“Our request to enter the Engineering Phase of the New Starts program represents a significant 
milestone on our journey to realize the Main Street Extension,” said Tom Gerend, executive director of 
the KC Streetcar Authority. “This request is the result of hard work behind the scenes from a team of 
committed partners and is real movement towards meeting the requirements of this competitive 
federal program.”  

The project’s recent progress is the result of significant commitment from the project partners at the KC 
Streetcar Authority, the Kansas City Area Transportation Authority and the City of Kansas City, MO, 
along with support from project technical experts.  Recent project accomplishments reflected in this 
request include:  

- Completion of required “Project Development” activities 
- Completion of 30% design of overall project, including track alignment, systems, and facility 
- Completion of NEPA/environmental documentation 
- Completion of a detailed financial plan and demonstration of local financial commitment 
- Selection of the final design team led by HDR 

 
“This project, which will serve as the spine of our regional transit system, will improve connections 
north, south, east, and west, and no doubt spur increased ridership across our entire system,” said 
Robbie Makinen, President and CEO of the KCATA.    

Next steps for the KC Streetcar Main Street Extension project include coordination of utility relocation, 
including water and sewer lines, advancing final design, and issuing proposals for streetcar vehicle 
procurement and construction general management. Project public meetings and community outreach 
are also planned for later this fall. 

The CIG program funds transit capital investments including heavy rail, commuter rail, light rail, 
streetcars and bus rapid transit systems.  The KC Streetcar Main Street Extension is estimated to cost 
$330 million and the project team is seeking $174 million in federal funding to be combined with local 
funding from the voter-approved TDD. Current schedule estimates has construction beginning in 2021 
and the opening of the KC Streetcar Main Street Extension system in late 2024 or early 2025.  

A full report about the analysis and design work for the proposed streetcar stop locations and track 
alignment, including renderings of streetcars traveling through midtown, are located on the KC Streetcar 
website, www.kcstreetcar.org/mainstreet-extension.  Renderings and an animation video are also 
located on the KC Streetcar website.  
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For KC Streetcar media inquiries, contact Donna Mandelbaum with the KC Streetcar Authority at 
816.627.2526 (office), 816.877.3219 (cell) or by email at dmandelbaum@kcstreetcar.org.   
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